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Lesson 3.2 Summary 

 

Teach students how financial aid works. 

 

Lesson 3.2 Objectives 

 

1. Explain government financial aid programs 

2. Explain private financial programs and tax advantages 

3. Have students demonstrate understanding financial programs 

 

Lesson 3.2 Resources 

 

1. PowerPoint 3.2: Financing Your Education 

2. Article found at http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/12/us/12genes.html 

 

Lesson 3.2 Instructor Self-Reflection 

 

1. Share a personal experience of how financial aid or a scholarship helped you pay 

for college. 

2. Do you feel if you had applied for more financial aid, you could have received it? 

 

Lesson 3.2 In-Class Activities 

 

 Capture Student Attention: 

 

Use the following article about DNA testing for scholarship purposes to capture 

student attention: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/12/us/12genes.html. Ask 

students opinion on the article, encouraging discussion to center on college costs 

and ways to pay for tuition. Is this system fair? What things might improve the 

system? How are your students paying for college? 

   

 

 Outline for Lecture: 

 

1. Define types of government issued financial aid. 

2. Discuss private issued financial aid and scholarships. 

3. Define tax advantages and demonstrate how these advantages help 

with college expenses. 

 

Terminal Learning Activities 

 

1. Assign students to write a scholarship essay, based on one of the 

questions below. Once you have graded the essays and returned them, 

instruct students to keep the essay in their journal. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/12/us/12genes.html
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a. Describe a difficult time in your life, how you overcame it, and 

what you learned from the situation. 

b. What are you majoring in? How will you use that major to be a 

strong contributor to society at large. 

c. Who has been the most influential person in your life to this 

point? How has that person affected you? Has that person 

encouraged you in your education, and if so, how?  

  

2. Have students visit a scholarships website and write down a list of 5 

scholarships they are able to apply for. 

3. Tell students visit the IRS website to read about the Hope Scholarship 

and the Lifetime Learning Tax Credit. Have them write down 3 main 

points of each. 


