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Lesson 5.1 Summary 

 

Help students understand the importance of critical thinking and problem solving in 

making decisions in their personal life. 

 

Lesson 5.1 Objectives 

 

1. Inform students about critical thinking 

2. Explain problem solving techniques 

3. Explain logical fallacies 

4. Have students demonstrate an understanding of thinking critically in their 

personal life 

 

Lesson 5.1 Resources 

 

1. PowerPoint 5.1: Thinking Critically in Your Personal Life 

 

Lesson 5.1 Instructor Self-Reflection 

 

1. Tell about a personal experience during a time when you had a problem and 

solved it using one or more of the listed problem solving methods. 

2. Have you ever made a quick decision based on emotion? How did you feel 

afterwards? Did you make the right decision? 

3. Have you ever made a judgment without knowing all the facts? Did the judgment 

turn out the way you expected?   

4. Can you think of a time you were trapped by a logical fallacy in your own 

decision-making. 

 

Lesson 5.1 In-Class Activities 

 

 Capture Student Attention: 

 

Ask your students to recall a time and a situation they feel someone made 

a judgment against them with out all the facts being in place. How did it 

make them feel? How do the students think they affect others when they 

pass judgments? 

 

 Outline for Lecture: 

 

1. Define and discuss critical thinking and its importance in everyday life 

2. Explain the problem solving methods presented 

3. Present logical fallacies and discuss the various types 
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Terminal Learning Activities 

 

1. Assign the class a typical, but somewhat simple, problem professionals 

in your career field will encounter. Have the students brain-storm the 

problem-solving steps to find the correct solution.  

2. Divide the class into groups and ask each group to research the Toyota 

Prius and the Honda Civic. The group should write down all necessary 

information for making an informed decision. When they have 

gathered all the information necessary, each group presents to the class 

which car their group would purchase, giving the reasons they made 

this decision.  

3. Ask the students to research one of the logical fallacies presented 

and show an example of the fallacy in their journal. Then have the 

students write a rebuttal to their chosen fallacy. 


