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Lesson 5.3 Summary 

 

Help students understand using critical thinking on the job 

 

Lesson 5.3 Objectives 

 

1. Explain using critical thinking based on previous experiences   

2. Define thinking critically versus using intuition  

3. Explain using critical thinking over your own personal needs and biased opinions 

4. Have students demonstrate an understanding of thinking critically at work 

 

Lesson 5.3 Resources 

 

1. PowerPoint 5.3: Critical Thinking for Your Career 

 

Lesson 5.3 Instructor Self-Reflection 

 

1. Tell about a time in your career where you had to ignore your intuition and use 

critical thinking. 

2. Were you ever in a situation where an employer treated you with bias? 

3. Have you ever had to use previous knowledge and critical thinking to make a 

decision? 

 

Lesson 5.3 In-Class Activities 

 

 Capture Student Attention: 

 

Present your own story of a time when you had to overcome bias or 

wrong-thinking to solve a problem or conquer a professional challenge. 

 

Alternatively: Present your own story of a time you wrongly relied on 

intuition instead of critical thinking.  

 

 Outline for Lecture: 

 

1. Explain how critical thinking on the job is used in your career area and 

in general 

2. Explain using previous knowledge and experience mixed with critical 

thinking 

3. Explain each method of using critical thinking vs. intuition  

4. Define and give examples of using critical thinking instead of biased 

opinions   
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Terminal Learning Activities 

 

1. In their class journals, ask students to write their own definition and 

understanding of “intuition” and of “critical thinking.” Ask them for 

examples of situations where they might apply each. 

2. To tie in this lesson to the “real world” career field, present the 

students with a typical “soft-skills” issue they might encounter on the 

job, based on your experience. Ask the students to use critical thinking 

skills to resolve the issue. Students must document all sources of 

research or first-hand reporting they used to solve this issue. 

 


