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Lesson 6.3 Summary 

 

Help students understand the importance research will play in their professional life 

 

Lesson 6.3 Objectives 

 

1. Define professional associations 

2. Explain student chapters of professional organizations 

3. Explain  and define RSS feeds, forums, and blogs 

4. Have students demonstrate an understanding of researching for professional life 

 

Lesson 6.3 Resources 

 

1. PowerPoint 6.3: Research for the Professional Life 

 

Lesson 6.3 Instructor Self-Reflection 

 

1. Which research techniques have you used to stay updated in your career? 

2. What did you do as a student to make sure you were updated in the field you 

wanted to pursue? 

3. Were you a member of a student chapter in a professional association? If so, 

what? 

4. Does your school offer student chapters of professional associations? 

5. What professional associations exist in your career field? 

 

Lesson 6.3 In-Class Activities 

 

 Capture Student Attention: 

 

Ask your students to imagine that, after graduation, they go into their 

career field and find out that they had been taught absolutely nothing they 

need to know. Relate this to how some fields are constantly changing and 

employees must always stay updated with continuing education and 

research.  

 

 Outline for Lecture: 

 

1. Present research in professional life 

2. Explain and give examples of professional associations, specifically in 

your career field 

3. Explain and give examples of student chapters 

4. Explain how to use internet sites such as professional journals, forums, 

RRS feeds, and list servers for professional advancement 

 

 



Taking Charge: Your Education, Your Career, Your Life 

Chapter Six: Doing the Research 

Lesson Plan 6.3: Research in Your Professional Career 

 

2-2 

© 2010 TSTC Publishing 
 

Terminal Learning Activities 

 

1. Using the Internet, ask the students to find and read the following, 

making notes in their journal about the sites:  

a. A blog related to their field 

b. Information on two professional associations in their field 

c. One RSS feed for their field 

d. Two forums for their field 

 

2. If possible, invite a guest speaker who works in your specific field to 

speak to your class. Ask the speaker to specifically address these 

points: How they use research to stay abreast of changes in the field 

and what changes they have encountered. 

3. Assign students to go to the campus library and write a list of all the 

professional journals they could find pertaining to their career field. 


